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SUBJECT'. AFGHANISTAN SITUATION REPORT, OCTOBER 4*"2S, IBM 

BEF: KABUL 14189 fJD4 fCltVO/H" ' ♦ 

1. (C. -ENTIRE TEXT,) * 

2. ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION NAT Si USZ& IN BRIEF- 
ING THE PRESS, PROTECTING SOURCES *Ht*t INDICATED. 

3. SUMMARY. THERE HAS AN UPSURGE OF RESISTANCE ^ACTIVITY IN ANO AROUNO 
KABUL LAST WEEK COMPARED TO THE LOU LEVEL OF IftCIOENTS EARLIER IN 
THE MONTH. THE MOST DRAMATIC INCIDENT OF THE NECK MAS THE EXPLO- 
SION EARLY IN THE MORNING OCTOBER 2H IN THE PAfOR 

BUILDING IN COMMERCIAL SECTION OF KABUL. THE EX-PLOSION DAMAGED 
THE MERCHANDISE IN THE LOVER FLOORS WHICH HOUSg RETAIL OUTLETS 
OF THE STATE TRADING CORPORATION, A CINEMA, AND, PERHAPS, A 
COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICE. THERE HAS A RESURGENCE iOP FIGHTING IN THE 
KHAIR KHAMA, KOTE SANG! ANO OARULAMAN NEIGHBORHOODS OF THE CAPITAL 
ANO IN THE NEARBY OASHT-E-8ARCHI ANO OEM SABZ AREAS TO THE VEST 
ANO NORTHEAST REGIME TROOPS CONTINUEO TO CONDUCT HOUSE-TO-HOUSE 
SEARCHES, LARGELY CONCENTRATING LAST WEEK ON PARTS OF THE OLD 
CITY, THE SEARCHES FOR WEAPONS AND OTHER HEIGHXENEO SECURITY 
MEASURES MAY HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN IN REACTION TO A Ht* ROUNO OF 
NIGHT LETTERS WHICH FOREWARNED OF INCREASED RESISTANCE ACTIVITY OH OC 
TOBER 17. } 

<t. THE TWO-WEEK OLO SOVIET/REGIME OFFENSIVES IN PA6HMAN TO THE 
NORTHEAST OF THE CITY AND IN THE SHOMALI REGION TO THE NORTH 
APPEAR TO BE OVER. REGIME TROOPS SENT TO PAGHMAN IN EARLY OCTOBER 
WERE WITHDRAWN ON OCTOBER 10ANO BOMBING OF NEARBY VILLAGES CEASEO 
SEVERAL DAYS LATER. REGIME PRESENCE IN THE TOWN OF PAGHMAN IS 
CONFIDENTIAL * 
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CONCENTRATED IN THE DISTRICT HfiADOUARTERS. AOOfTIONAL MILITARY 
OUTPOSTS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED *IN THE AREA ANDlON TH* SOUTHERNMOST 
OF THE TWO ROADS LEADING FROM VABUL. TO PAGH*ANI 'THE ffEGIHE MAY 
HOPE THAT THE SAVAGE 80H8JNG OF PAGHMAN ANO SUfROUNOING VILLAGES 
WILL DETER CIVILIAN SUPPORT F OR THE MUJAHIDEEN*. HOWEVER, BY ALL . 
ACCOUNTS THE LOCAL MUJAHIOEEN ARE BETTER ARMED. THAN THEY UtBi 
IN THE SUMMER ANO CAX BE EXPECTjEO TO MAKE THINGS AS DIFFICULT AS 
THEY CAN FOR THE OCCUPYING FORCES AT LEAST UNTIL THE ONSET OF 
WINTER. 

I 
5. ACCORDING TO FRAGMENTARY REPORTS, CIVILIANS* ARE BEGINNING 
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TO RETURN TO THE PANJSHER VALLEY WHERE LIVING CONDITIONS ABE 

EXTREMELY HARD AND FOOO SCARCE ANO EXPENSIVE. REGIME* GARRISONS 

AT ANAWA AND ROKHACONTINUE UNOER ATTACK BY LOCAL RESISTANCE FORCES. 

6. OA0RAK KARMAL'S ONE-OAY VISIT T.O HERAT OCTOBER'21 MAS CONOUCTEO 
UNOER EXTREME SECURITY. ACCOROING TO SEVERAL SOURCES, THERE MERE 
NO MAJOR INCIDENTS DURING HIS VISIT. THOUGH THE HOTEL WHERE HE 
STAYED MAY HAVE BEEN ATTACKEO JUST AFTER HIS OEPARTURE. 

END SUMMARY. 

7. KABUL ATMOSPHERICS. 

THERE WAS AM UPSURGE OF RESISTANCE ACTIVITY IN ANQ AROUNO KABUL 
LAST MEEK COMPARED TO EARLIER IN OCTOBER. IN ADOITION THE BOMBING 
OF THE PAMIR BUILDING DESCRIBED BELOW, THERE WAS FIGHTING 
BETWEEN HUJAHIDEEN ANO REGIME/SOVIET IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 
CAPTIAL, AS WELL AS REPORTS OF A LETHAL EXCHANGE OF &WJFIRE 
BETWEEN KHALOIS AND PARCHAMIST, OEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION (OOR) 
FORCES IN THE KHAIR KHANA NEIGHBORHOOD ON OCTOBER 17. THE SOUNO OF 
FIREFIGHTS ON SEVERAL NIGHTS WAS HEARD IN KHAIR MMA, KOTE 
SANG!, AND THE DARULAHAN AREAS. A JEEP «** WACKEO ON THE 
NIGHT OF OCTOBER 20/21 NEAR KOTE SANGI ON THE WESTERN EOGE OF THE 
CITY ANO FOUR REGIME SOLOIERS WERE KILLED. THERE IS ALSO A REPORT 
THAT AN AFGHAN MILITARY OFFICER, HIS WIFE ANO SNAIL CHILO FLAGGEO 
DOWN A TAXI NEAR KOTE SANGI EARLY IN THE WEEEK, BUT INSTEAD 
OF BEING TAKEN TO SHAR-E-NAU, WERE INSTEAO ORIVEN TO PAGHHAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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a NEARBY BUT OUTSIDE THE CAPTIAL THERE WERE HEAVY EXCKANGES $ 
oVlBE IN THE DEH SA8Z AREA BEYONO THE AIRPORT, AND .IN THE DASHf- 
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E-BARCHI DISTRICT TO THE SOUTHWEST Of THE CAPITAL. A JEEP WAS 
ATTACKED ON THE NIGHT OF OCTOBER 21/22 IN DASHT-E-BARCHI. ANO ITS 
THREE PASSENGERS MERE KILLED. ON THE; SANE NIGHT THE HUJAXIOEEN 
ATTACKED A POST AT UTKHEL IN THE OEH? SABZ AREA KILLING SIX GlOR 
PERSONNEL. THERE ARE PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT THE AIRPORT MAS 1 
ATTACKEO AT LEAST ONCE IN MID-OCTOBER ANO THAT THE ARIANA CARGO 
OFFICE, WHICH IS IN A SEPARATE BUILDING NORTHEAST OF THE TERMINAL, 
UAS ROCKETED. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO SERIOUS OARAGE VISIBLE ON 
ANT OF THE AIRPORT STRUCTURES. \ 

9. SECURITY. HOUSEOUSE SEARCHES OF THE NEIGHBORHOODS OF 

KABUL CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE MEEK,! ANO ADDITIONAL AFGHAN fECURITI 
FORCES WERE SEEN IN VARIOUS PARTS OF' THE CITV. OH HONOAY ANO 
TUESDAY PARTS OF THE OLO CITY WERE COROOMEO OFF ANO SEARCHED IN- 
CLUDING THE CHINOAWAL AREA NEAR JAOEH-VE-HIWAND WHICH IS LARGELY 
INHABITED BY HAZARAS AND QIZILBASH. THERE ARE RUMORS THAT THE 
SEARCHES HAVE BEEN TRIGGERED BY NIGHT LETTERS (WHICH WE HAVE NOT 
SEEM) STATING THAT THERE WOULD BE MAJOR RESISTANCE ATTACKS WITH- 
IN THE CAPITAL ON OCTOBER IB. 

10. BOMBING OF THE PAHIR BUILOING. 

THE HOST SPECTACULAR RESISTANCE ACTMN OF THE WEEK IN KABUL WAS 
THE BOMBING OF THE PAMIR BUILOING AT OSJf ON OCTOBER 21. TH* 
BUILOING, WHICH IS THE TALLEST STRUCTURE IN KABUL AND IS USUALLY 
REFERRED TO AS "THE FOURTEEN STORY WILDING," IS LOCATED AT 
ONE END OF THE MAIN COMMERCIAL THOROUGHFARE, JAOEH-YE-MAIWARO, ON 
ON ITS LOWER FLOORS THE BUILOING HOllSES THE PAMIR CINEMA, THE 
RETAIL OUTLETS OF THE AFGHAN STATE TRAOING CORPORATION CKART>t 
ANO, ACCOROING TO SOME ACCOUNTS, A IJARTV OFFICE. THE BOMB, = 
APPARENTLY PLACED IN THE SHOPPING ARCAOE, t>R MEZZANINE, BLE* OUT j 
HOST OF THE WINOOWNSJ ON THE FIRST THREE FLOORS OF THE BUILOJNG, 
CONFIDENTIAL , I 
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DAMAGED THE CINEMA SLIGHTLY, ANO CAUSED MORE SERIOUS DAMAGE! TO . 
THE STORES AND GOODS OF THE TRAOING,CORPOR*TION WHICH INCLUDE 
REFRIGERATORS, TELEVISIONS, RADIOTS 1*0 SO ON. THERE APPEAR JTO 
HAVE BEEN NO CASUALTIES AS THE 80MBJBAS DETONATED BEFORE S>pP- 
KEEPERS ORDINARILY ARRIVE. THERE IS, ALSO AN UNCONF I RMEOr REPORT OF i 
RESISTANCE ATTACK ON' REGIME SOLDIERS IN THE NEARBY CHAN0AWA1 
AREA FOUR DAYS EARLIER. t f- 

I r 

11. DARULAMAN. THE AREA SURR0UNDIN6 t THE OARULAMAN PALACE -« f. 
WHICH WAS THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE b!F0RE THE COMMUNIST COU* 
D'ETAT ANO IS NOW USEO BY SOVIET MILITARY A.DVISERS -- HAS BUH 

CONFIDENTIAL 



I 

f 

• • *0 «•• • ••• •• 



• ••• •• 



COMFIOfJNTIAL 

A CONSTANT SECURITY PROBLEM FOR THE REGIME,! AMO IN RECENT NONTHS 
BOTH ITOTHER MILITARY OUTPOSTS IN THE AREA HAVE REGULARLY 
SEEN ATTACKED SEVERAL TINES EACH MEEK. A NEfW NILITARY OUTPOST 
HAS ESTABLISHED TO THE NORTHWEST Of OARULAittN ABOUT FIVE WKKS 
AGO, PROTECTED BY TEN ARHORfO VEHICLES, TO %UT THE NORMAL ROUTE 
Of MUJAHIOEEN TRAVELLING TO ATTACK THE PALACE* FOR THE FOR THE 
FIRST FEN WEEKS THE NEW POST MAS EffECTIVE AS MUJAHIOEEN WERE 
FORCEO TO FIRE ON THE PALACE fROM A GREATER DISTANCE. 0URIN6 THE 
LAST WEEK, HOWEVER, RESISTANCE fIGHTERS HAVJ ATTACKEO OARULAMAN 
AND A NUMBER Of THE SURROUNDING OUTPOSTS OK FOUR NIGHTS, THOUGH 
NO DETAILS ARE YET AVAILABLE ON THE OAHAGE INFLICTEO, IF ANY. THE 
MUJAHIOEEN ALSO MINE THE SECONOARY OfRT ROROS IN THE 
AREA AND APPEAR TO HAVE K€H 9UCU99FUL IN 'DESTROYING OR DIS- 
ABLING SEVERAL VEHICLIS M* MONTH. THOUGH THE RESIDENTS OF 
AREAS NEAR OARULAMAN WITNESS NIGHTLY EXCHANGES OF FIRE, THIS HAS 
NOT KEPT SOVIET SOLDIERS FROM SELLING FOODSTUFFS AND OTHER 
MATERIEL TO THE LOCAL RESIDENTS. SEVERAL ZHlHlMi A WEEK SOVIET 
SOLDIERS SELL FLOUR, VODKA, GASOLINE, OIESEL FUEL ANO, OCCASION- 
ALLY SHOES, IN NEIGHBORHOODS WITHIN A KILOMETER OF THE PALACE. 
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OCTOBER 15. IT NOM APPEARS THAT THE REASONS; FOR THE FOUJ-OAY 
CLOSURE OF THE COURSE TO DIPLOMATS MAS THAT, THE *2*S.iSi T »2 BOVE 
HOLE MIME MAS BEING USED BY FIVE SOVIET Tft«KI. THE TANKS RE- 
PORTEDLY MERE AIMEO NOT TOMARO APGHHAN, JOT: TOMARO A HILLTOP 
IN THE DIRECTION OF KABUL MHERE MUJAHIOEEN faAO PREVIOUSLY > 
ATTEMPTED TO SABOTAGE REGIME RAOIO ANTENNA^. 

13 PAGHMAN. THE SOVIET/REGIME OFFENSIVE AGAINST PAOHMAN ' 

IpPeSSs TO BE OVeS; *HE LAST OF THE AFGHAN ^TROOPS MHICH HAD BEEN ; 
SENT INTO THE AREA AROUND OCTOBER S MERE MtfTHORAMN ON HONOAY, 
OC?OBER ?»! aoSSfiio AND ROCKETING OF NEARBY VILLAGES CONTINUED 
FOR SEVERAL MORE DAYS. BUT THE AREA IS NOM -JJi 1 1/SS/ioiiLE 
ARE FREE TO DIG HOUSEHOLD GOOOS ANO BOOIES tOUT OF THE *«««... 
OF THEIR HOMES NO ESTIMATE OF CIVILIAN CASUALTIES IS YET AVAIL- 
Jm I Jul THEY APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER THAN IN THE EARLY 

jult' campaign! as P doesoamage tostructures and herds of live- 
stock, 

tu uunr the OCTOBER OFFENSIVE TOOK A HEAVY CIVILIAN TOLL f 

i«; SSii wis MOT BEEN CLEAREO OF HUJAHIOEEN MHO REPORTEDLY TOOK 
Jela??v£l? LtOHT ?aISalTIES; ACCORDING TO ONE UNCONFIRMED JEPORT. 
Kf ItmCE FoScES C ?rSS LT o!hER MJIOJJ, INCLUDING THE PANJSH R 

VILLAGES ARE REPORTEOLY STREMN MITH THE MRECKAGE OF TANKS, TRUCKS , 

AMD Sp"s DESTROYED BY MINES ANO ROCKETS DURING 

THE TMO-MEEK CAMPAIGN. 

15. IN PAGHMAN ITSELF, MAJOR REGIME PRESENCE IS CONCENTRATED 
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16. THE OPERATION JUST CONCLUOEO IS THE SECOND IN THREE MONTHS 
MMEO AT STRENGTHENING THE REGIME'S PRESENCE IN PAGHHAN ANO |N 
REDUCING THE REGION'S SIGNIFICANCE AS! A RESISTANCE STRONGHOLD!. 
FOR THE MOMENT IT APPEARS AS IT OIO IN JULY, THAT THE REGIME! 
HAS A SLIGHTLY HIGHER-DEGREE OF CONTROL IN PAGHHAN, IF ONLY BECAUSE 
ITS OUTPOSTS IN THE TOWN ANO ON THE ROAO LEAOING TO IT FROM t 
KAOUL HAKE IT OIFFICUtT FOR THE HUJAHIDEEM TO CIRCULATE WITH; 
IMPUNITY. FURTHER THE REGIME MAY HOPE! THAT THE SAVAGE BOMBING 
TO MICH IT SUBJECTED THE TO UN OF PASHM A ft AND SUMOUHOIHS r 
AREAS THROUGHOUT OCTOBER HILL OETER TjHE CIVILIAN POPULATION '»0M 
ACTIVELY SUPPORTING THE RESISTANCE. OH THE OTHER SIOE OF THE-LEOGER 
IT SHOULD BE REMEMBEREO THAT THE RESISTANCE HAO CONSIDERABLE^ 
SUCCESS IN REOUCING REGIME OUTPOSTS pLLOBING THE JULY OFFENSIVE. 
INDEED, IT MAY HAVE BEEN THESE ATTACKS WHICH PROVOKEO THE LATEST 
REGIME ANO SOVIET ONSLAUGHT AGAINST THE TOWN'S CIVILIAN POP- 
ULATION. NOB, BY ALL ACCOUNTS, THE MUJAHIOEEN ARE BETTER ARMEO 
THAN THEY VZML IN THE SUMMER, ANO THgV MAY BE EXPECTEO TO MAKE 
THINGS AS DIFFICULT AS THEY CAN FOR fHE OCCUPYING FORCES AT 
LEAST UNTIL THE ONSET OF WINTER. 
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WITH THE CAMPAIGN IN RAGHMAN. IN THE PAST MEEK THERE HAVE BEEN 
FEU MAJOR REGIME-INITIATEO MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE AREA. f#E 
MOST SPECTACULAR RESISTANCE SUCCESS W|S NEAR THE VILLAGE OF «ARIA- 
E-MIR 20 KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE CAPITAL WHEN, IN EARLY OCTOBER, 
SIX SOVIET ARMOREO VEHICLES MERE ATTAfcKEO BY THE MUJAHIOEEN. \ 
ONE VEHICLE MAS SURNEO OUT ANO THE OTHERS SO BAOLY OAMAGEO THAT 
THEY HERE A8ANDQNE0. ALSO, ON THE MORNING OF OCTOBER IS, A TANK 
DASEO AT THE FORMER KING'S GAROEN IN JCARII-E-MIR HAS BLOWN UP BY 
A LAND MINE PLANTED IN A ROAO NEARBY.. 

INERALLY SPEAKING. HOWEVER, THE PACE OF THE WAR IN THE 
SHOMALI APPEARS TO HA*E SLACKENED, AMP THE STALEMATE WHICH HAS 
PREVAILED THERE FOR MANY MONTHS IS NOT GREATLY CHANGEO, AT 
LEAST IN MILITARY TERMS. REGIME ANO SOVIET FORCES ARE STILL 
STRONGLY ENTRENCHED IN GALA' -E-HOURAO BEG ISKILOMEURS NORTH 
OF KABUL ANO CONOUCT PERIODIC LONG-RAftGE BOMBAROMENTS OF SUSPECTEO 
RESISTANCE STRONGHOLDS. TANKS STATIONED FARTHER UP THE HIGHWAY 
NEAR HUSSAIN KOT ARE ALSO USED FOR T»fc SAME PURPOSE. THIS TACTIC 
HAS COST NUMEROUS CIVILIAN CASUALTIES* BUT HAS NOT SIGNIFICANTLY 
AFFECTED THE VARIOUS RESISTANCE GROUPS OPERATING IN THE REGION. 
THESE UNITS ARE STRONG IN NUMBERS ANft WEAPONS THANKS TO REGULAR 
RESUPPLY FROM PAKISTAN. ALSO, OESPITE PCRIOOIC CLOSING OF SECOND- 
ARY ROADS LEAOING FROM VAFIOUS VALLEY* IN THE SHOMALI TO THE* MAIN 
HIGHWAY, THE REGION'S HARVEST OF GRAPES HAS BEEN ABUNDANT. 
ANO SHIPMENTS OF RAISINS ARE REACHING? KABUL REGULARLY. 

19. PANJSHER VALLEY^JICCORDING TO A *ANJSHEBI SOURCE (PROTECT), 
CIVILIANS ARE BEGINNING TO RETURN TO .THE BATTERED TOWNS AND 
VILLAGES IN THE PARTS OF THE VALLEY WHICH HAVE BEEN RETURNED; 

CONNECTION ARE ASTANA* KHENJ, AND PARIAN, ANO EVEN BA2ARAK . 
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WHICH HAS BEEN THE SCENE OF HEAVY FIGHTING THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER 
AND EARLY FALL. LIV.IAG CONDITIONS IN.THE TO*NS ARE EXTREMELY 
HARD BECAUSE OF THE OAM A BE OONE BY ATRIAL BOMBARDMENT AND BECAUSE 
IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO HARVEST CROPS If MUCH OF THE AREA. FOOD! 
SUPPLIES ARE SAID TO BE COMING IN FROM OUTSIDE THE VALLEY, A*0 
?HF PRIC* OF STAPLES *UCH AS FLOUR IS THEREFORE SUBSTANTIALLY 
JlGHER THAN IT IS IN ^ABUL. ACCESS TQ THE VALLEY CONTINUES THROUGH 

tTaSdIr!^ 

SOUTH. AND THERE IS SAID TO BE A THIBO ROUTE WHICH FOLLOWS A: PASS 

MUCH CLOSER TO GULBAHAR. A SECONO SOJRCES ISITEO GULBAHAR \ 

Recently reports that a heavy military prese/ice there has pejr- 
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HITTEO THE AFGHAN TEXTILE COMPANY'S HILL Td RESUME LIHITEO 
OPERATIONS, BUT GUNFIRE IN AND AROUNO THE TOBH 18 A REGULAR 
OCCURENCE. THE REGIME PRESENCE IN THE VALLEY. ACCOROING TO THIS 
SOURCE, CONSISTS OF A SERIOES OF OUTPOSTS SUPPORTING THE BASES 
AT ANAMA AND ROKHA, MHICH, ACCOROING A SEPARATE SOURCE, 
ARE VIRTUALLY UNOER SIEGE. * 

20. BABRAK VISITS HERAT. ' mmm ma 

BA8RAK KARMAL PAID A ONE-DArY VISIT TO HERAT ON OCTOBER 21 
WHICH IS BEING PLAYED UP BY THE REGIME MEOIA AS PROOF OF IMPROVED 
SECURITY CONDITIONS. AS «ITH HIS EARLIER VISIT TO MAZAR-E-SHARIF, 
HIS MOVEMENTS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES MERE COVEREO BY EXTREMELY 
HEAVY SECURITY. WHILE KE KNOW OF NO UNTOWA&O INCIOENTS, THE HOTEL 
IN WHICH HE STAYED MAY HAVE BEEN ROCKETED JUST AFTER HIS 
DEPARTURE. 
DUNBAR 
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